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Materials

® Flower photo for inspiration

® Background (I used an abstract
pattern in many colors.)

® Fabrics for foreground in colors
inspired by the photograph—yellows

and greens in the sample quilt (I used

different patterns, solid, and textures
for variety. Batiks are recommended
because they ravel less.)

*® Basting glue

* Stiff paintbrush

Optional

® Black-and-white fabric
® Seam ripper or stiletto
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Host Susan Brubaker Knapp

y work is precisely planned
and realistic but sometimes
I like to work outside of my
comfort zone—raw-edge collage is the

perfect project for this! I'm not creating

patterns or tracing anything and I'm
working more intuitively.

DIRECTIONS

1. Cut the petal fabrics into
management pieces such as
1%"x2 %" or2" x3".

2. Layer 2-3 rectangles together and
cut the petals intuitively, using
the photo as a reference. Work
organically, not too precisely.

3. Arrange the petals on the
background.

4. Cut a circle for the center of the
flower in yellow or green. Again, it

doesn’t have to be perfect. If desired,

place a second cut circle on the top
of the center.

5. Using the paintbrush, apply enough
glue to the backs of the petals and
centers to baste them in place.

From the green fabric, cut long, slim
pieces as stems and spiky leaves.
Tuck them under the petals and glue
them, too.

7. Add other appliqué elements to the
background to enhance it, such as
additional circles, and glue them.

8. When the composition is complete,
go back and apply additional glue
under all of the pieces so the presser
foot will not catch on them as you

Sew.

Tip: Consider adding unexpected
touches—such as bits of a black-and-
white print—to the petals before stitching.

9. When the glue is completely dry,
layer the backing, batting, and quilt
top; pin baste lightly.

Note: The stitching will both secure
the appliqué pieces and quilt the project
at the same time. Use a high contrast
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color thread—black in the sample—for a
graphic look. A neutral thread will have
the opposite effect.

10. Free-motion stitch the edges and
details of the appliqué pieces,
including those in the background.
Use a seam ripper or stiletto to hold
down elements that pop up when
stitching.

11. Add additional quilting in the
background, as needed, to complete
the project.
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